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Analisi del brano: "Dorian's death"

"Dorian death" is the passage of "The picture of Dorian Gray" which compared in 1890 on the 

"Lippingstott’s Monthly Magazine". It was publish in 1891.

PLOT

The passage starts with the description of the night. It was lovely night and, once he came home, he 

remembered how pleased he used to be when he was pointed out or talked about. He was tired to 

hear his own name. When he arrived at home he took the mirror and he observed it. He remembered 

the words of someone who loved him. The phrases came back to his memory and he crushed the 

mirror. It was his beauty that had ruined him. His beauty had been to him as a mask, his youth as a 

mockery. He thought about his youth, he remembered about his murders. He wasn't worry about the 

murder of Basil, but about the death of his own soul. He wanted to live a new life. He wanted to be 

good. So he decided to see the changings on the portrait. He took the lamp and crept upstairs. He 

went in quietly, looking the door behind him and dragged the purple hanging from the portrait. 

When he saw the portrait he understood that the portrait wasn't changed. Then he remembered his 

murders, and for these, he thought to confess but, after a long reflection, he refused to confess his 

sins. He didn't want to confess. There was only an evidence: the portrait. He had to destroy it. Then 

looked round, and saw the knife that had stabbed Basil Hallward. He seized the knife and stabbed 

the picture with it. A scream was heard, and his servants entered in the room. They found the 

picture hanging on the wall, as beautiful as it ever was, and an old and ugly man lying dead on the 

floor. He realized that he was is master thanks to a ring who belonged to Dorian.

THEME AND NARRATIVE TECHNIQUE

This story is told by an unobtrusive third-person narrator, the perspective adopted is internal at the 

beginning, but at the end allows a process of identification between the character and the reader. 

The technique is simple and is typical of drama. 

Inside the novel "The picture of Dorian Gray" was represented the aristocratic society at the time of 

Oscar Wilde, and it is an exaltation of the hypocrisy at the base of the good society, where the 

manners and the appearances are more important than morality and nature: in fact Dorian believes 

that youth is synonymous of beauty and happiness. Besides the story is profoundly allegorical; it is 

a 19th-century version of the myth of Faust, the story of a man who sells his soul to the devil so that 

all his desires might be satisfied.



This novel, expression of extreme Decadents, is a really story of mystery, deeply allegorical and full 

of symbolic meanings, centred on the theme of the double, typical of the psychological horror 

stories. The picture represents Dorian’s double sides, the dark side that is the symbol of immorality, 

of dirty conscience and also of Victorian middle class. This novel banned as immoral when it 

appeared later proved to be full of morality, in fact the message expressed by this book is that the 

excesses must be punished and the reality cannot be avoided. In fact when Dorian tries to destroy 

the portrait, he’s punished with the worst punishment: the death. 

Finally the picture illustrates Wilde's theories of art: "Art survives people, art is eternal".


